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Bow-wow and Pooh-poolt T&eorles.

Though the problem of the origin of language was
expressly excluded from my lectures (it has since been
fully treated in my * Science of Thought'), I had to ex-
plain what I considered to be the constituent elements
of human speech, namely roots, and not the mere
imitations of sounds or interjectional cries. I was told
at tho time that my repeated argumentations against
what I called tho Bow-wow and Pooh-pooh theories
were only a slaying of the slain, and if that seemed
to 1*0 so thirty years ago, how much more must it
seem to bo BO at present. And yet I could not en-
tirely suppress those portions of my book. It was a
surprise to mo when I delivered my lectures that the
so-called onomatopoeic theory should in our times still
count a few, but very valiant supporters. But though
it* may bo true that that theory in its crudest form is
no longer held by anybody, yet, in a slightly modified
form it has bcon broached again and again.

How little the real problem that has to be solved
had been understood, was shown once more when my
friend, Professor Noire, now no longer among us,
announced what I consider the best, if not the only
jiotisiblo solution of the problem of the origin of
roots. Ho saw clearly that what had to be ex~
plained wits not the origin of such imitative sounds
an cuckoo or bow-wow. Who could ever have been
in doubt as to their origin? What had to be explained
\VIIK the genesis of conceptual sounds, or, if you like,